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 Reading the autobiography, Reputations Overcome by Reality, is a reminder of how many 

African American men are still continuing to struggle in a society that was designed to make 

them fail as a result of structural inequality.1  In the U.S., racial and ethnic disparities exist 

across an array of domains which is no surprise.  Unfortunately, such disparities diminish the life 

chances of those affected.  These disparities were developed and have persisted over time in the 

context of historical and structural racism in ways that may influence policies, practices and 

programs.2 

 The author, Dawayne Williams, as well as many other black men, has faced his share of 

socioeconomic and education disparities.  Dawayne was raised by his mother in a single parent 

low-income home.  His father was never there and he never paid any child support whether it 

was court ordered or voluntary.  In addition, he matriculated through the D.C. Public School 

System.  His academic experiences were not on the level where they were expected to be.  By the 

time he entered high school, Dawayne was still reading below grade level.  Despite the odds that 

were against him, he persevered thus accomplishing the writing of his first book, Reputations 

Fade Away.3 

 For several decades and generations, many black men and black women have not been 

civil towards each other.  There are a myriad of long standing issues as to why this friction exists 

and most likely, these issues date back to the slavery of Africans.  In particular, there are three 

that seem to be the most problematic at the present time and they pertain to male/female 

relationships, family institutions and economics.4  For example in brief, many black men and 

black women berate each other and humiliate themselves instead of finding solutions to their 

problems in their relationships.  In retrospect, how they were raised as children is not reflective 
                                                            
1 Thompson, Tamika.  Fact Sheet: Outcomes for Young, Black Men.  Tavis Smiley Reports, PBS.org.  Web 13 Feb. 
2016.   
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/too-important-to-fail/fact-sheet-outcomes-for-young-black-men/ 
2 Davis, Lois M.  “Dropping out, Imprisoned or Killed: Disparities in Outcomes Faced by Young African American 
Men.”  Tavis Smiley Reports, PBS.org.  Web 11 Feb. 2016.  http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/too-important-
to-fail/dropping-out-imprisoned-or-killed-disparities-in-outcomes-faced-by-young-african-american-men/ 
3 Williams, Dawayne.  Reputations Fade Away.  Kojack Enterprise: 2012. 
4 Honor, Lenon.  Hatred Between Black Men and Black Women Needs to Stop.  YouTube.com. Web 11 Feb. 2016.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXGCLxuODQU 
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of being properly educated on how to relate to each other.5  This breakdown is carried over into 

their adult lives thereby continuing to weaken the family institution.  There are several black men 

that believe that their primary job is to keep a woman safe.  However, in the black family, it 

seems that too many men are unable to handle this due to their own traumas that possibly 

occurred at the hands of their own mother or by other women.4 As a result, they also bring this 

drama into their adulthood.  Many black women tend to do the same whereas their traumas 

possibly occurred at the hands of their father or by other men.  Overall, many black relationships 

today seem to be very troublesome due to some kind of childhood traumas that may have 

resulted from sexual, physical or verbal abuse, domestic violence, an unstable or unsafe 

environment, separation from a parent, neglect, bullying or serious illness.6  From an economic 

standpoint, the issue of finances in black relationships can be a problem too.  “When there’s no 

money, there’s no love,” says Edith Townsend, an eighty-year old retired government employee 

and former civil rights activist.7  She states, “Black women need to be more selective in the black 

men that they choose to be with.  A lot of problems they go through with these men they bring on 

themselves.  They are fully aware of what they are getting themselves into.  Our men are 

constantly dropping out of school, flunking college and running the streets.  Then, they get mad 

at us women because we went and got an education for the betterment of our lives.  I was 

married for forty years and I knew that my husband wasn’t shit.  But, we loved each other.  He 

had my back and I had his.  He didn’t graduate from high school but he was a hard-working man 

and he always kept a job.  Although I made more money, he still took care of me and my 

children.  Love kept us together and not money.  At some point, we must draw a line to stop all of 

this foolishness and keep our families together.” 

 As for Dawayne, he has written about some of his negative experiences in reference to 

each of the three areas as discussed above.  Fortunately for him, he has always had and still has a 

wonderful and meaningful relationship with his mother.  On the other hand, he never had a 

loving relationship with his father until very late in his father’s life just before he died.8  Despite 

all that he has suffered, Dawayne matured and forgave the people that hurt him, including his 

                                                            
5 Mallory, Tamika.  “Keeping Black Men, Women Together Starts At Home.”  Newsone.com. Web 14 Feb. 2016.  
http://newsone.com/2164079/black-relationships-problems/ 
6 Casa Palmera, Del Mar, California.  7 Ways to Heal Your Childhood Trauma. 2009.  Web 14, Feb. 2016. 
https://casapalmera.com/7-ways-to-heal-your-childhood-trauma/ 
7 Townsend, Edith.  Personal Interview.  15 Dec. 2015. 
8 Williams, Dawayne.  Reputations Overcome by Reality.  Chapter 7.  Kojack Enterprise: 2016. 

http://newsone.com/2164079/black-relationships-problems/
https://casapalmera.com/7-ways-to-heal-your-childhood-trauma/
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own flesh and blood cousin.3  When Dawayne  became a father and after his second marriage 

failed, he drew lines to stop the cycle of the breakdown in his relationships with women, the 

destruction of his family and home life and he prevented an economic situation that could have 

had a tremendous negative impact on his family if he decided to walk away from them like so 

many other African American men do.9 

 The purpose of this essay is not to focus on a well-documented and vibrant history of 

African Americans.  The brief background that was given in the previous paragraphs provides 

some basic insight into the common issues that continue to linger and dismantle relationships on 

several different levels between many black men and black women in the U.S.  While it is a 

known fact that black Americans seem to always be unfairly and stereotypically portrayed as a 

whole in the news headlines across major media outlets as being engrossed in situations that are 

negative and rarely positive, all black Americans are not bad people and have contributed greatly 

to the growth and development of this country.  The writing in this essay is based on extensive 

research, personal interviews, facts and evidence along with footnotes to provide the sources.  In 

addition, this essay is not in any way meant to condemn black men or black women in general.  

However, it focuses on one major problem that is constantly hurting black men in which, after 

reading the author’s perspective and gaining an additional understanding from it, is the issue of 

paying child support.  Since this topic is very broad and commonly affects so many men in the 

U.S., the focus will be briefly pertaining to the following three points in an effort to highlight 

some awareness particularly involving African American men: 

• Why men pay child support and the importance of it, 
• The fact that children are sometimes used as weapons to emotionally blackmail the 

fathers and the separation between fathers and their children, and 
• The psychological impact that court ordered child support cases have on the fathers as 

well as the children.  

 Child support is money paid to cover some or all of a child’s basic needs such as food, 

clothing, housing, education and childcare.10 In many instances, child support only becomes an 

issue when the relationship between the child’s parents has been broken and the two separate.  In 

                                                            
9 Williams, Dawayne.  Personal Interview.  11 Nov. 2015. 
10 Khalfani-Cox, Lynnette.  “10 Things You Should Know About Child Support.”  Ebony.com. 2012. Web 15 Feb. 
2016.  http://www.ebony.com/wellness-empowerment/10-things-you-should-know-about-child-
support#axzz40Gjhb7lU 

http://www.ebony.com/wellness-empowerment/10-things-you-should-know-about-child-support#axzz40Gjhb7lU
http://www.ebony.com/wellness-empowerment/10-things-you-should-know-about-child-support#axzz40Gjhb7lU
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many of these cases, custody of the child(ren) is given to the mother and the father is ordered to 

pay.11 

 In the U.S. in the early 2000s, approximately half of all marriages ended in divorce and 

almost one-quarter of all children were born to unmarried parents.11 The legal obligation to 

support a minor child belongs to both parents regardless if the custodial parent is capable of 

caring for the child single-handedly.12 So, the importance of paying child support is simple: to 

care for and support the child’s well-being.  Also, the non-custodial parent does not get a tax 

deduction for child support payments made and it is not considered as taxable income to the 

payee.13  

 In reference to a small percentage of black men, there is nothing wrong with paying child 

support especially when there are some fathers that have no interest in financially supporting 

their children.  The full financial burden should not be placed on the custodial parents which in 

many cases are the mothers.  Women do not get pregnant by themselves.  Of course, every case 

is different for which child support is being paid and does not necessarily have to occur as a 

result of a divorce or a damaging break-up.  Some men and women get entangled in lust or 

simply a one-night-stand.  An unintentional pregnancy occurs and a baby is born out of wedlock.  

At this point, the parents either stay together and possibly get married or go on with their 

separate lives while actively caring for and parenting their child(ren).  “Not all mothers sue for 

child support.  Some women are very mature and are not hard up for money.  If the father is 

clearly taking care of his children and their needs are being met, there is actually no reason for 

any woman to take a man to court for money unless he is not maintaining his financial 

obligations to his children.  I have handled many cases involving both blacks and non-blacks 

where the mothers were not interested in suing.  They all made it very clear to the judge that it 

wasn’t necessary to involve the courts since the fathers were already financially committed to 

taking care of their children,” says Tom Goodall, a retired family law attorney.14 This is not 

                                                            
11 United States. Census Bureau.  Custodial Mothers and Fathers and Their Child Support: 2013.  Jan. 2016.  Web 
14 Feb 2016.  http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2016/demo/P60-255.pdf 
12 Gale Group, Inc., The.  “Child Support.”  West’s Encyclopedia of American Law. 2005.  Encyclopedia.com. Web 
15 Feb. 2016.  http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Child_Support.aspx 
13 United States. Internal Revenue Service.  Dependents and Exemptions. IRS.gov. Web 15 Feb. 2016. 
https://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources/Tools-&-FAQs/FAQs-for-Individuals/Frequently-Asked-Tax-Questions-&-
Answers/Filing-Requirements,-Status,-Dependents,-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions/Dependents-&-
Exemptions-6 
14 Goodall, Tom.  Personal Interview.  31 Oct. 2015. 

http://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2016/demo/P60-255.pdf
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Child_Support.aspx
https://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources/Tools-&-FAQs/FAQs-for-Individuals/Frequently-Asked-Tax-Questions-&-Answers/Filing-Requirements,-Status,-Dependents,-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions-6
https://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources/Tools-&-FAQs/FAQs-for-Individuals/Frequently-Asked-Tax-Questions-&-Answers/Filing-Requirements,-Status,-Dependents,-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions-6
https://www.irs.gov/Help-&-Resources/Tools-&-FAQs/FAQs-for-Individuals/Frequently-Asked-Tax-Questions-&-Answers/Filing-Requirements,-Status,-Dependents,-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions/Dependents-&-Exemptions-6
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uncommon.  Furthermore, children that are born out of wedlock are not considered as a terrible 

circumstance.  This has been occurring for a very long time.  Many men and women in the past 

have found themselves in situations like this and for example, it has been written about as far 

back as 1870.15  

 It is a positive thing that the courts are not always involved in how two adults decide to 

care for their child(ren).  Two adults, the father and the mother, should be able to decide and 

make their own agreements on how each will participate financially in the well-being of their 

children.  If the courts have to get involved, then the non-custodial parent will not only be 

making payments to support his/her child.  A portion of that money will be helping someone 

else’s child too.  In each of the fifty states, paying child support not only covers the cost for that 

particular child.  It also covers the financial needs of other children especially those that are 

receiving public assistance, other government funded programs and welfare-cost recovery.16 To 

further explain welfare-cost recovery, under the welfare program Temporary Aid to Needy 

Families (TANF), custodial parents applying for benefits are required to establish child support 

obligations against the absent parents and to assign the resulting child support payments to the 

government.  As a result, half of the $105 billion in national child support debt is owed to the 

government rather than to children.  Hence, the government’s fiscal interests are in direct conflict 

with the best interests of the children which is the controlling legal standard in child support 

matters.  The conflict results in legal confusion and the welfare cost recovery efforts harm 

children, families and society.  Children in welfare families struggling to become self-sufficient 

lose out as their support payments are redirected to the government.  Fragile relationships 

between mothers, fathers and children are often broken.  The fiscal benefit to the government is 

minimal at best.  Also, the social fabric is torn as significant numbers of welfare fathers retreat 

from the workforce and their families.17 Unfortunately, the non-custodial parents which are 

                                                            
15 Fowler, O.S.  Creative and Sexual Science or Manhood, Womanhood and Their Mutual Interrelations.  
Philadelphia: Jones Brothers and Company, 1870. Print. 
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015020562636;view=1up;seq=1 
16 Turetsky, Vicki. “In Everybody’s Best Interests: Why Reforming Child Support Distribution Makes Sense for 
Government and Families.”  Center for Law and Social Policy Brief No. 1 (2005): Print. 
http://www.clasp.org/resources-and-publications/publication-1/0241.pdf 
17 Hatcher, Daniel L. “Child Support Harming Children: Subordinating the Best Interests of Children to the Fiscal 
Interests of the State.” Wake Forest Law Review 42.4 (2007): 1029-1086. Web 17 Feb. 2016. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1113165 
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usually the fathers are actually paying the same system that is robbing them.  Nobody wins in 

this situation. 

 One of the hardest tasks that anyone can be faced with is being a parent.  It is not 

something that can be turned on or off like a lightbulb.  Generally, when we have our children it 

is no doubt that we hope to stay together as a family unit.  But, in many cases of African 

American parents (as well as non-blacks), some of these mothers behave in the most shameful 

and ignominious ways.  Through their pain, many mothers negatively use their children against 

their fathers because the father has either left the mother or he no longer sees a future in the 

relationship.18  Although this is a cop-out move and is inexcusable, a mother has no right to use 

emotional blackmail in an effort to punish the father by not allowing him and his family to be 

involved in that child’s life.  Also, the children shouldn’t be in the middle of this poppycock and 

it could have a serious psychological impact on them.19  In addition, it has also been commented 

on that a small percentage of mothers (blacks and non-blacks), whether single or divorced, 

sometimes use their children as “pawns” and other tactics to purposely wreak havoc and/or 

destroy the father’s life out of jealousy and discontent mainly when the fathers have moved on 

with their lives.20 Nevertheless, this small group of women must stop this treacherous kind of 

behavior.  Nothing positive comes out of this.  It is already discomforting for many fathers to 

experience separation from their children and vice versa.  In the end, their children end up 

suffering and paying for the foolish immature mistakes of their mothers. 

 When fathers are physically separated from their children, it weakens the bond between 

them.  Whether this occurs as a result of a divorce or a break-up, children are psychologically 

affected by the absence of their fathers from the home.21  In some states, the laws about 

parenting places a strong focus on the children’s interests.  Under family law, a child has the 

right to:  

 

                                                            
18 Langley, C.  “Stop Using Your Children As Weapons.”  Blog.  Counseling Rapid Response.  Jan. 18, 2013.  Web 
17 Nov. 2015. http://counsellingrapidresponse.blogspot.com/2013/01/stop-using-your-children-as-weapons.html 
19 Tyler, Tracey.  “Mom Loses Custody for Alienating Dad.”  Thestar.com. News. 24 Jan. 2009. Web 16 Feb. 2016. 
http://www.thestar.com/news/2009/01/24/mom_loses_custody_for_alienating_dad.html 
20 Author Unknown.  “Your Black Bloggers: Why Are There So Many Single Black Mothers in America?”  Blog. 
Stay On Top of Your Black World. Web 16 Feb. 2016.  http://yourblackworld.net/2012/09/19/your-black-bloggers-
why-are-there-so-many-single-black-mothers-in-america/ 
21 Ahrons, Constance R. and Jennifer L. Tanner.  “Adult Children and Their Fathers: Relationship Changes 20 Years 
After Parental Divorce.”  Family Relations 52.4 (2003): 340-351.  Psychologytoday.com. Web 16 Feb. 2016. 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/files/attachments/46779/fr-article-fathers.pdf 

http://www.thestar.com/news/2009/01/24/mom_loses_custody_for_alienating_dad.html
http://yourblackworld.net/2012/09/19/your-black-bloggers-why-are-there-so-many-single-black-mothers-in-america/
http://yourblackworld.net/2012/09/19/your-black-bloggers-why-are-there-so-many-single-black-mothers-in-america/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/files/attachments/46779/fr-article-fathers.pdf
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• a meaningful relationship with both parents,  
• be protected from abuse, neglect or violence,  
• receive adequate and proper parenting to help him/her achieve their full potential,  
• know and be cared for by both parents financially, emotionally, socially, morally, 

materially and education wise, and 
• spend time/communicate with both parents and other family members such as 

grandparents and other relatives.22 

In reference to the rights and responsibilities of parents, the courts look at factors such as: 

• which parent is the most suitable custodian based on character, temperament and 
stability, 

• what is the child’s relationship with each parent, 
• which parent will provide the best home environment, 
• with whom has the child been living on a regular basis, and 
• what is each parent’s motive for seeking custody.22 

There are many more points that can be added to these lists.  However, the main point to this is 

that when children are separated from one of their parents as a result of a divorce or break-up, 

both of the parents and the children may likely be subjected to a court order telling them how to 

go about raising their children, who gets what and so forth.  This process can be traumatic for 

everyone involved.  This is really not the way that children should be raised and they should not 

have to be subjected to this.  They didn’t ask for their parents to break-up, separate or get a 

divorce.  It is better for parents to compromise, resolve the issues affecting their relationship and 

keep their families together for the well-being of their children.23  

 The psychological impact that court ordered child support has on African American men 

(as well as non-black men) can be devastating.  While many black men seemingly adjust their 

financial situations to accommodate this court ordered arrangement, a small group of others may 

find it very difficult to tolerate.  To start, the author gives details in reference to his most recent 

experiences in dealing with the mother of his son who was born in 2012.  This is his second 

child.  At first, he was not aware that the woman was pregnant.  Dawayne had already moved 

forward with his life and remarried.  From the time this child was born until late 2014, Dawayne 

had to address a hodgepodge of issues that were instigated by the mother.  First, she repeatedly 

                                                            
22 “The Child’s Best Interests in Custody Arrangements.”  Lawyers.com. Web 4 Jan. 2016.   
http://family-law.lawyers.com/child-custody/the-childs-best-interests-in-custody-arrangements.html 
23 Haltzman, Scott.  “Children Excel When Parents Stay Together.”  Fathers for Good, An Initiative for Men by the 
Knights of Columbus. Web 17 Feb. 2016. http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/flashitems/involved/excel.html 

http://family-law.lawyers.com/child-custody/the-childs-best-interests-in-custody-arrangements.html
http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/flashitems/involved/excel.html
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denied Dawayne access to visitation with his son.  Dawayne was not interested in continuing any 

kind of intimate relationship with her.  He was only interested in being the best father to his son.  

During this ordeal, he continued to voluntarily pay child support until one day when his patience 

had been exhausted.  On June 15, 2012, Dawayne filed a complaint for custody of his son.  After 

forty-eight entries on the docket, he was not awarded custody.  However, the court ordered 

“regular on-going access with the minor child.”24  Secondly, Dawayne had to address the issue 

of child support through the courts.  In the beginning, he was voluntarily paying an amount that 

was agreed upon between him and the mother.  This amount was based on his other financial 

obligations which included supporting his basic needs such as food and housing and paying child 

support for his daughter.  Despite this agreement, the mother sued Dawayne in a long drawn out 

battle which included the court’s denial of paternity testing.25 Later on, he had the testing done 

privately and it confirmed that the baby boy is biologically his. 

 Dawayne’s psychological and emotional suffering had extended far beyond what he 

could have ever imagined.  Since he was ordered to pay a large monthly amount plus the so-

called arrears, Dawayne had to struggle to make these payments while going without food, 

electricity and heat.  Obviously, his son’s mother did not care.  She agreed with the child support 

enforcement office that Dawayne owed over $7,000 in arrears when this was actually false.26 

When she had the opportunity to be honest and spare Dawayne of these hefty payments, her 

statement to the clerk was, “I’m not working anything out with him. I’m going to take him for 

every penny I can get and every three years I will bring him back for all of my increases.26 

Notice in her statement where she says “my.”  The use of this pronoun lays possession to 

something that has not been established yet.  She made this statement boldly as if she was 

securing her future financial agenda.  To continue, further research was conducted and it 

revealed that the mother of Dawayne’s son has three other children, two of which are over the 

age of twenty-one.  The third child is a teenager.25 The research also revealed that she is 

currently a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher (a HUD program) recipient and has a part-time 

job which places her household at a low-income level.25 Under 24 CFR Part 982 (Code of 
                                                            
24 Williams v. Washington. Circuit Court for Montgomery County, MD. 01 Aug. 2014. State of Maryland. Web. 17 
Feb. 2016. 
25 Montgomery County Office of Child Support Enforcement (MCOCSE) v. Williams. Circuit Court for Montgomery 
County, MD. 02 Oct. 2014. State of Maryland. Web 17 Feb. 2016.  
26 Dawayne voluntarily made child support payments to the plaintiff.  It was MCOCSE that determined this amount 
and instead of being honest, the Plaintiff agreed to this amount when this was actually false. See Chapter 9, Ulterior 
Motive. 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_00/24cfr982_00.html
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Federal Regulations), once children reach the age of eighteen, provided that the children have no 

disabilities, there’s a possibility that the mothers may no longer be eligible for the program.  

While her part-time income still met the requirements for eligibility and that she had only one 

minor child who was already a teenager at the time, Dawayne’s son’s mother would have 

possibly received assistance from HUD for approximately 3-4 more years depending on the 

results of her redetermination.  Whether it is by coincidence or not, she gets pregnant by 

Dawayne and has now secured her financial agenda for an additional eighteen years.26  

 While Dawayne may have had a pugnacious time in fighting his battles in court with his 

son’s mother, this did not stop him from believing that there was hope and light at the end of the 

tunnel.  His season of torment eventually withered away.  He obtained new employment and was 

able to somewhat get back on his feet.  He budgets his finances tightly and remains faithful in 

loving his son and being a wonderful parent to him.  It is of the utmost importance to Dawayne 

that he is an active father and participant in both of his children’s lives.9 He is faithfully making 

his monthly child support payments and he would never do anything to hurt his children or be 

absent from their lives.  Having a son has given him great joy and a sense of responsibility to not 

repeat what his father had done to him during his childhood.27  Unfortunately, there are a small 

percentage of black men that see the issue of paying child support in a darker light. 

 In the case of 25-year-old Daron Boswell-Johnson, he shot and killed his 26-year-old 

daughter’s mother and his 2-year-old daughter on February 2, 2016 in Fort Washington, MD 

after an argument asking her to drop their child support case.  He was charged with first degree 

and second degree murder.  The toddler was still strapped in her car seat and the mother was 

found lying on the ground in the parking lot of her condominium community.  Prior to that in 

December 2015, a Prince George’s County Court judge ordered Boswell-Johnson to pay $600 

per month in child support.  He already had other children.28 

 In another case, 40-year-old Richmond Phillips, a former Metropolitan D.C. Police 

officer and a married man, shot and killed his 20-year-old mistress and left their 11-month-old 

daughter to die in a hot car in May 2011.  He committed this horrifying act shortly before they 

were supposed to appear in court for a child support hearing.  Apparently, he did not want his 
                                                            
27 Dawayne always wanted a son; he promised that he would be the best father that he could be. See Chapter 9, 
Ulterior Motive. 
28 Turner, Mikea. “Police: Dad admits to Murder of 2-year-old Daughter, Her Mother.” WUSA9.com. News. 3 Feb. 
2016. Web 17 Feb. 2016. http://www.wusa9.com/story/news/local/maryland/2016/02/03/community-mourns-mom-
daughter-killed-md-shooting/79742502/ 

http://www.wusa9.com/story/news/local/maryland/2016/02/03/community-mourns-mom-daughter-killed-md-shooting/79742502/
http://www.wusa9.com/story/news/local/maryland/2016/02/03/community-mourns-mom-daughter-killed-md-shooting/79742502/
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wife to find out.  He was convicted and received two life sentences plus twenty years on March 

22, 2013.29 

 These two cases are not the only ones where black fathers, as well as non-black fathers, 

have resorted to committing violent acts against the mothers of and/or their children in reference 

to issues pertaining to child support.  There are several other similar cases throughout the 

country.30 The problem with this that needs to be examined is why this small group of men are 

committing these callous and cold-hearted atrocities. 

 Filicide is the act of killing one’s own son or daughter.31 There are five categories.  

Under the category, unwanted child filicide, the parent kills the child who is regarded as a 

hindrance.32 Hence, in the two cases cited above, the children were considered a hindrance to the 

fathers such that they did not want to pay child support.  Paying the child support would have 

possibly hindered them from utilizing their financial income in ways that would mainly benefit 

them or someone else.  Although this is a very selfish act, filicide is considered as a mental 

illness.  In addition, trends in many men’s earnings are working against the fathers’ ability to pay 

what mothers and children need.  In 2008, the median hourly wage for black male full-time 

workers was $14.90.  For comparable white workers, it was $20.84.33  

In other cases, there are some fathers that are paying child support for children that are 

not biologically theirs.  Here is a testimony in response to the Boswell-Johnson case that was 

copied directly from a post written by Michael Smacks Stewart on Facebook, “TRUE STORY!!! 

I was named the father of a young boy...child support and the courts ordered me to pay $742 a 

month...this went on for almost 8years...until I got a blood test that cleared me as the father...I 

admit...at times it was extremely hard to deal with mentally and emotionally...very bad thoughts 

and ideas came into my head about this woman that wrongfully named me the father...but I never 

                                                            
29 Bell, Brad. “Richmond Phillips Sentenced for Murder of Wynetta Wright, baby daughter.”  WJLA.com . News. 22 
March 2013. Web 18 Feb. 2016. http://wjla.com/news/crime/richmond-phillips-sentencing-to-come-after-murder-of-
wynetta-wright-baby-daughter-86552 
30 Silverside. “175 Killer Dads: Fathers Who Ended Their Children’s Lives in Situations Involving Child Custody, 
Visitation, and/or Child Support (USA).” American Mothers Political Party. 28 Feb. 2011.  Web 23 Feb. 2016. 
https://angelzfury.wordpress.com/2011/02/28/175-killer-dads-fathers-who-ended-their-childrens-lives-in-situations-
involving-child-custody-visitation-andor-child-support-usa/ 
31 Dictionary.com. Filicide. Web 23 Feb. 2016.  http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/filicide 
32 West, Sara G. “An Overview of Filicide.” Psychiatry (2007): 48-57. Web 23 Feb. 2016. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2922347/pdf/PE_4_2_48.pdf 
33 Orr, Andrea. Why Do Black Men Earn Less? Economic Policy Institute. 3 March 2011. Web 24 Feb. 2016. 
http://www.epi.org/publication/why_do_black_men_earn_less/ 
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acted...this started in the early 90's so even then $742 was a lot of money for one child and at the 

time I was just starting my military career and wasn't making much of nothing...and it sure felt 

like I had nothing after they took the money from my earnings...it was so hard for me...on top of 

the fact knowing the kid wasn't mine and I barely ever saw the kid...i say all of this to say...LIFE 

it's self is more important...more valuable than most of us can possibly imagine...I hated that 

woman with every ounce i had in me...but over the hate...I loved myself...so in light of the terrible 

news in our community about the young man daronboswell#  that took the life of the mother and 

child neshantedavis#  chloesdavis#  over childsupport# ...the subject took me back to those times 

of pain and the frustration i felt...I'm not religious at all but my energy and love goes out to the 

families in this time of their loss...to the young man...I wish I was his friend...so I could advise 

him...help him...show him he has to love his self and the life he brought into this world...let him 

know that violence is not the way to handle matters of this nature...the brother needed a 

friend...a mentor...someone with a voice of reason...I've been there..i know....once again..my 

condolences to all that are involved...Goodnight...ASHE.”34 

 Here is some icing to spread on the triple layer cake: fathers who support a child that is 

not biologically theirs cannot sue the mothers for a refund of payments.  Under the laws of most 

states within the U.S., even if the father finds out through DNA paternity testing that the 

child(ren) he has been supporting are not biologically his, he will still be responsible for making 

those payments until the child(ren) reach the age of eighteen.35 Any right minded person knows 

that this is wrong and unfair.  Unfortunately, once a man has signed an acknowledgement of 

paternity and a judgment of paternity has been entered by the court, it is finalized for good and 

there is no turning back.  For whatever reason, politicians seem to not be interested in fixing that.  

The government is only interested in collecting child support payments from a father and in 

many of these cases, any father will suffice. “If that’s the case, then men need to be more 

responsible with their sperm and wear condoms instead of getting all of these women pregnant.  

If they want to have sex that’s fine.  But, men should not be going up in the woman’s vagina and 

bussin’ off without wearing a condom.  Most of the time, there’s no love involved.  It’s just sex.  

                                                            
34 Stewart, Michael Smacks.  “True Story…”  Facebook.com. 3 Feb. 2016.  Web 4 Feb. 2016. 
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35 Phillips, Leanne.  Can You Get a Refund if the Child You Support Isn’t Really Yours?”  Legalzoom.com. Law. 
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isnt-really-yours 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/daronboswell?source=feed_text&story_id=10153858615714449
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/neshantedavis?source=feed_text&story_id=10153858615714449
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/chloesdavis?source=feed_text&story_id=10153858615714449
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/childsupport?source=feed_text&story_id=10153858615714449
https://www.facebook.com/I.SMACKS?fref=ts
https://www.legalzoom.com/articles/can-you-get-a-refund-if-the-child-you-support-isnt-really-yours
https://www.legalzoom.com/articles/can-you-get-a-refund-if-the-child-you-support-isnt-really-yours


xii 
 

Both men and women should understand that.  It is never fair for a child to be born into a family 

with two dumb ass parents,” says R.C. Burton, a retired social worker and current youth 

advocate in Washington, D.C.  She also states, “I’ve worked with hundreds of women and 

children during my career.  At first, I could not understand why women wanted to have babies by 

men that had absolutely nothing great going for themselves.  On top of that, most of the fathers 

that my clients dealt with were low-income black men that either dropped out of school or barely 

graduated by the skin of their teeth.  If a man is already living in poverty, theoretically speaking, 

why the hell would any woman choose to have his baby when he’s practically financially 

worthless?  But, later on in my career I saw a trend and that trend has gotten worse.  I am totally 

convinced that many women set these men up and trap them so that they can get a paycheck.  

These men are the ones that I constantly had to file child support complaints against because in 

order to get welfare services (public assistance), the mothers must agree to file for child support 

from the fathers.”36  

 During an emotional and intense interview with the author, his eyes filled with tears as he 

was explaining the pain that he had to endure while dealing with his son’s mother on the child 

support issue.  Dawayne, whose life was spared several times in the streets, has completely 

changed his life for the betterment of his family.  He is not the same man that he was twenty 

years ago.  Because his money is scarce for now, Dawayne can only see his son once or twice 

each month.  He stated, “How can I raise a man when I only get to see him twenty-four times out 

of the year?”  While his situation looks dismal now, Dawayne is confident and prayerful that 

things will get better.  He said that every time he picks up his son for the weekend that his son is 

excited to see him.  The love that this child has for Dawayne is what is keeping him on a positive 

track.  This baby boy is the reason why Dawayne works six days each week and all of the 

overtime hours that he can obtain.  The boy’s beautiful smile alone will sucker anyone into 

buying him a banana split with gummie bears, chocolate sprinkles, a large amount of fudge sauce 

and a huge cherry on top.  This is the kind of relationship/bond that a father should have with his 

children, harmonious and sweet.  As for his teenage daughter, Dawayne had $160 in his wallet 

for her so that she could go shopping at the mall.  He worked overtime hours to allocate that 

money especially for her.  She does very well in school and she’s obedient.  He said that she 

deserved it.  The fact that Dawayne pays child support for both of his children does not stop him 
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from providing more for them.  Although they get no benefit or special recognition for doing so, 

there are many other fathers that do the same.37  

 Lastly, paying child support comes with some mental backlash.  For some black men, as 

well as other men, they have this street mentality about money being taken away from them 

through force as if someone else’s hand is in their pocket without authorization.  Michael 

Robinson, a federal government employee, states, “I have been paying child support for both of 

my children for ten years.  Before the courts were involved, I asked the mother to work out a 

financial plan with me.  I did not want the courts involved.  Two adults should be able to talk and 

have reasonable discussions about it.  However, she wasn’t hearing me.  The judge ordered me 

to pay $1300 a month for two children which took more than half of my bi-weekly salary.  I 

struggled to live.  My children didn’t need that much money.  The mother was earning a very 

good salary too.  I felt like a drug boy on the corner getting robbed every two weeks.  At some 

point, I would have to defend myself and handle the situation.  I was so angry with the mother for 

a long time for doing this to me.  But, if I didn’t pay it I would have gotten jail time which is 

stupid to me.  If I go to jail, then how would I pay?  Plus, I would have a criminal record.  At the 

end of the day, the mother of my children thought that she had won something.  No one wins in 

this situation.  I would lose out and my children would lose out.  Many women don’t think about 

that.  They’re so hung up on getting money.  But, what happens to mothers who refuse to let the 

fathers see their children?  The bitch did that to me also.  I faithfully paid the child support and 

when it was time for me to see my children, their mother would come up with a bullshit excuse to 

not let me have visitation with them.  So, I filed a complaint in court and the judge did nothing 

about it.  She was not found in contempt for not following our agreement.38   

 In a countless number of situations, there are many women that often refuse the fathers 

visitation with their children.  These women are not found in contempt of their child support 

order.  These women authoritatively have the upper hand leaving the fathers at their mercy.39 

Obviously, it is unfair for any woman to withhold the father’s right to visitation with his 

children.  Although the courts are aware of these actions, they are reluctant to give these mothers 

                                                            
37 United States. Department of Health and Human Services. Administration for Children and Families. Office of 
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1985. p.171. Print. 
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jail time because of the damaging effects it could have on their children.  So, these mothers 

continue to get away with it.  According to retired Justice Sir Paul James Duke Coleridge of 

England, mothers who refuse to let separated fathers see their children should have the children 

taken away.40 In another case that occurred in 2004, a mother was actually sentenced to three 

months’ jail time for violating her court order several times by not allowing the father visitation 

with their son.41 Although this was extreme, the judge felt that the mother needed to learn an 

important lesson.  When children are kept away from their fathers, it hurts them the most.  

Unless a woman suspects that her child is in real danger when allowing the father visitation with 

their child, she has no right to interfere with the relationship between the father and their child.  

“Bitter mothers are just as bad as deadbeat fathers,” says M. Duchene, a retired elementary 

school teacher from Florida.  “As a teacher, I witnessed several incidents where my students 

came to school brokenhearted because of family problems and their fathers being absent from 

the home.  Children should never be in the middle of the breakup of their parents. In reality, this 

seems to always be the case.  There were very few mothers that I interacted with that were 

cooperative by letting the fathers have relationships with their biological children.  For my 

students to do well, I needed the support and cooperation of both parents.”42  

 To conclude, the discussion in this essay only touches the surface of a myriad of 

problems between a small percentage of black men and black women.  Overall, the relationships 

between them are debilitating and must be healed.  Men are hurting women and women are 

hurting men. Whether or not it is due to self-hatred or a lack of being properly educated on how 

to interact with each other, many of them must find a way to be civil towards and stand up for 

each other in their relationships.  Generations of black children are continuing to be born into 

this capacity and then the cycle repeats itself.  At some point, lines need to be drawn to stop the 

production of yet another generation of lost, hopeless and confused black people.  All of this 

begins with structured morals and values in the home.43  

                                                            
40 “Top Judge Says Mothers Should Have Their Children Taken Away if They Don’t Let Fathers See Them.” 
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 As for the ceaseless issues pertaining to child support, there are some possible solutions 

to this challenging problem.  For the non-custodial paying fathers, it is obvious that the child 

support laws need to be reformed.  But in the meantime, fathers will have to continue to make 

their payments as best as they can.  Nevertheless, it is important that the children of non-

custodial fathers have access to financial resources.  To help alleviate some of the financial 

burdens with child support for non-custodial fathers, members of Congress can draft a bill that 

would make child support payments more affordable, reduce and/or forgive the arrears, increase 

access and visitation and provide parenting classes so that fathers can become more involved in 

the lives of their children.44 As far as the mothers are concerned, they must understand that the 

separation between the father and his child(ren) can be devastating and have a lifelong 

psychological impact on the child(ren). Parenting classes should be provided for mothers to teach 

them how to foster a positive environment, promote a healthy upbringing and to help strengthen 

the relationships between their children and their biological fathers.  Mothers should also be 

required to complete quarterly or bi-annual statements in reference to child support expenditures 

to show that their children’s basic needs are truly being met.  The reports should be submitted 

directly to the child support enforcement office to be included in the file.  Fathers have the right 

to know how their hard-working dollars are being spent.  Bitter mothers need to get over their 

pain and anguish and not use their children to emotionally blackmail the fathers.  This is a cruel 

punishment in which everyone involved ends up losing.45 Also, mothers are not likely to be 

disciplined for violation of their child support orders with respect to the father’s visitation rights.  

The courts in the U.S. are not likely to put a mother in jail for any such violations. 

 In addition, men and women in general should have sexual intercourse responsibly.  The 

options for protection and prevention of pregnancy are available and there is no excuse.  Men 

should wear condoms and be more in control of their sperm.  They don’t have to continue getting 

women pregnant and having multiple “baby’s mommas” thereby paying overwhelming amounts 
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in child support.46 Furthermore, women should be more responsible and use some form of 

control in getting pregnant.  Women must also know and act on the differences between fucking 

and making love.  In many instances, some men do not deserve to be made love to and vice versa 

because there is no love involved.  Hence, women should hold back their love and take the 

consensual relationship for what it is, just a fuck.  Have enjoyable sex and move forward.  Men 

do this easily.47  If true love is involved, a man and a woman will do what they feel is right and 

take care of their responsibilities without any outside influences.48  Otherwise, when everything 

is out on the forefront and there’s a mutual understanding that it is just sex, this could possibly 

result mainly in a decrease and prevention of unwanted children, problems associated with child 

support, unnecessary violence against women and children, a reduction in the amount of women 

and children on public assistance and most importantly, children being born out of lust and 

growing up in homes with absent parents which seems to be the norm nowadays. 

 A small percentage of black women targeting black men, especially low-income men, 

with the intention of getting pregnant to secure a paycheck is unacceptable and is a constant 

growing trend.  For any woman to place herself in a situation where bearing a child is involved 

for a paycheck is despicable.  It can be viewed as a lazy approach to being a minimally 

productive citizen in society and the burden should not have to fall on the taxpayers.  Now, we 

can understand why the child support laws are incredibly strict.  The federal government and 

state governments have to recoup tax dollars (overpayments) that were spent on child welfare 

and public assistance expenditures someway, somehow.  This is called welfare recovery.  In this 

case, any father that is taken to court for child support will be part of the growing number of men 

helping the government to achieve this objective in many ways such as the interception and 

withholding of income tax refunds.  This plan has been in effect since the early 1990s.49 

 At the end of the day and through all of the misery, no one wins.  Also, not all black men 

are detestable.  There are the exceptional ones that have used their younger years, most against 
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great odds, to make the best possible decisions in their lives as adults.50  Lastly, children are the 

ones that suffer the most and always have to pay for adult mistakes.  They lose out on the one 

thing that has been naturally granted to them which is rightfully theirs, the right to have two 

loving parents and a loving family. 
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